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92-350

FOR RELEASE:

19 October 1972

FROM:

Kika de la Garza, M C
WASHINGTON, D C --From talking with South Texans and reading the letters that

come to my office, I know that there is great concern among the people of our area about
the way the national debt keeps growing.

And the concern is justified.

By the end of the present fiscal year--next June 30--it is estimated that this
debt on all the American people will have reached the stupendous sum of$477 billion.

That

figure represents an increase in the debt of $110 billion in just the past four years.
This alarming increase has come about despite the fact that during the past
three years Congress has cut a total of $14.5 billion from the President's requests for
appropriations.

Total congressional appropriations are again expected this year to be

several billion dollars under suggested executive bUdget items.
Nevertheless, the deficits--the gap between government income and government
apend1ng __ eontinue

to grow-year after year.

And so, naturally, does the national debt.

By the eM.of this fiscal year, -that debt will amount to

_more

than $8600 for every

f8lllily in the US.
This is your debt and mine.
i1een in deep fiscal trouble.

It also will be our children's debt.

We are in-

I shall continue to do what I can to remedy this. situation.

* and
* *throughout the country the state of the
THE U S ECONOMY -- In South Texas
economy continues to be much on the minds of most people.

In fact, a recent .survey·taken

in the House of Representatives showed that 87 percent of the Members responding said
that this is the.Number One subject with their constituents.
Inflation, although its pace has slackened, continues to be a heavy burden on
Americans of every. economic level.
four years.

Consumer prices have risen 18 points during the last

Inflation is the equivalent of a hidden tax on the wage earner.

the savings of people living on Social Security and retirment pensions.

It erodes

It lessens the

true value of insurance policies.
Unemployment, although spotty, is still a problem.
Americans are out of work.

More than 4.9 million

And the person who needs a job and cannot find one is unlikely

to be impressed by statistics showing that the economy is on the upgrade.
Congress has acted during the year to pass several emergency measures to' help
put the unemployed back to work and to boost the economy in other ways.

A new Congress--

the 93rd will meet in January, and it will face some of the same problems the 92nd
Congress has been working to solve.

And we will continue to work on them right up to

the day of adjournment, whenever that turns out to be.

My

own efforts in the House of Representatives are strengthened by the knowledge

that of the 435 congressional districts in the U S, I am privileged to represent the best
one~

* * *
ANOTHER FIRST FOR US -- As a result of the U S Department of Agriculture research
(in which the South Texas citrus industry cooperated), a new kind of refrigerated trailer
has been developed and built.

There is only one in existence at this time, and I am in-

formed by the Agricultural Research Service that it has been committed, beginning the first
of the year, for two months of test shipments from the Valley.
These tests, according to ARS, will involve six paired ahipments of citrus to
northern or western markets.

It is hoped that the tests will produce evidence which will

encourage trailer manufacturers to get into production soon on this new concept in refrigerated trailers.

A considerable saving in shipping costs is tQ,e goal.

I was happy to receive assurances from ARS that the Service "will "do all it can
to complete this research and to assist Rio Grande Valley citrus growers and shippers with
their marketing problems. ,.

* * *
EARLY-DAY PROPHET -- In the 1850s, WH Emory led an expedition of scientists
into the Lower Rio Grande Valley, and a report of their findings was published by the U S
Government in 1857. The Valley, they reported, was mostly a jungle of mesquite, cacti,
huisache, ebony, palmetto, am many canebreaks. But Emory prophesied, after this first
survey of the international border, that some day oranges and lemons and cotton and sugar
would nourish in the Valley.
Mr Emory's prophecy came true--with the addition of Ruby Red grapefruit, which
he did not happen to mention.

***
POLITICS: A LIGHTER SIDE: From a friend in South Texas, who has been around quite
a While, comes a reminder that perhaps we regard the political scene too seriously.
"I had the 'honor'" he writes, "of breaking up a William Howard Taft rally back
in 1908. 1-1 as at a tender age and my father had taken me to the rally. He left me with
one of his men and in a front row spot. Burrier had me on his shoulder and, at a point
Where Taft stopped for "qUiet and emphasis, I piped up in that penetrating childish treble,
'Gee, Burrier, that man has the biggest, fattest tummy I ever did see.' You can imagine
what happened to the rally. I t blew up."
Yes, I can imagine, and I laUgh now thinking of it.

** *
VISITORS FROM HOME -- Visiting my office from home this week were: Mr Mike Frost
of McAllen; Mr and Mrs Alvin Land of Raymondville; Mr Apolonio Villarreal of Edcouch;
Mr and Mrs N G Kelly of Mercedes; Mr Roberto J Yzaguirre and Mr Eliseo Sandoval of
Edinburg; and Dr Calixto Valle, III of Bethesda, Maryland, formerly of Rio Grande City.

* * *

